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EDITORIAL
M a r i a n  I z z a r d

The Re-Envisioning Of The Church

The theme and focus for this edition is on mission and evangelism, 
particularly in the troubling times that we are facing. We’ve entitled this 
edition ‘Offering Christ’  as it resonates with John Wesley’s desire to 
‘Offer Christ’ in the proclamation of the gospel to all people; whenever 
and  wherever.

The Late David White, a former Anglican clergyman who was very much 
inspired by the Wesleys and for many years an Associate Member of 
MET, presents an inspirational call for the re-envisioning of the church; 
acknowledging the rich heritage of God’s work that has already taken 
place, with a call to evangelism to be presented within the full mission 
of God in Christ.

Tim Woolley, Tutor to Evangelists- in-Training for Church Army in 
Sheffield, and Superintendent of the Hinckley Circuit in Leicestershire, 
reflects upon the life and ministry of Hugh Bourne, the founder of 
Primitive Methodism, and shares useful insights for today.

Rachel Jordan-Wolf, Executive Director of HOPE Together shares 
exciting opportunities for evangelism in these challenging times for 
individuals and churches to reach out to their communities with hope 
in 2023 and 2024.

Bart Woodhouse, Pioneer Missioner in the North Kent Methodist Circuit 
explores ways to engage evangelistically, whilst remaining faithful to 
biblical truth, in contemporary culture.

Our Bible Study on Micah is Part 3 and is the concluding section of this 
study.  We are most grateful to Catherine Hutton for her insightful and 
challenging studies on this minor prophet.

Praying Always is compiled by our Prayer Coordinator, Roz Addington 
and provides us with a weekly focus for prayer over four weeks featuring: 
The Church, Great Britain, World Issues and The Natural World and 
Climate Change.

The next edition of MET Connexion will be the spring edition.
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THE 
RE-ENVISIONING 
OF THE CHURCH 
D a v i d  W h i t e

THE LATE DAVID WHITE PRESENTS 
AN INSPIRATIONAL CALL FOR THE RE-
ENVISIONING OF THE CHURCH, SETTING 
OUR HERITAGE WITHIN THE CONTEXT OF 
GOD’S WORK, PAST, PRESENT AND FUTURE, 
AND SETTING OUR EVANGELISM WITHIN 
THE CONTEXT OF THE FULL MISSION OF 
GOD IN CHRIST.

Epworth Old Rectory - Aldersgate - Bristol New Room - 
Hanham Mount - Gwennap Pit: how these places stir the 
blood!  We love them because of their connection with our 
beloved Wesleys.  We trace their steps in loving pilgrimage; 
we spend time hoping something of their zeal will rub off on 
us through the very hallowed walls and stones of the buildings 
used by them.   We seek inspiration from those who are dead, 
yet still speak. We look back over our history and cry out, 'O 
Lord, [we]  have heard the report of you, and your work … 
In the midst of the years, revive it.' (Habakkuk 3.2, ESV) What 
we would give for God to raise up folk like the Wesleys now!  
Or like John Cennick!  We’d love a Donald English or a Rob 
Frost to lead us out of the mire of moral compromise we find 
ourselves in and bring us to the sunny uplands of assured 
convictions and Spirit-honouring evangelism.   We’d love to 
see our church grow.

In 2 Kings 2:1ff, we read these moving words, 'Now when the 
Lord God was about to take Elijah up to heaven'.  But before 
he goes Elijah, accompanied by his disciple, Elisha, decides 
he must visit all the old places (Gilgal, Bethel, Jericho, the 
Jordan)—all his old haunts: one last long lingering look at the 

places God came to him and used him to spread the fame of 
his name.  In these places resided ‘schools of prophets’: Gilgal 
was the first stopping place after the Israelites had crossed the 
Jordan under Joshua’s leadership (Joshua 4:19-24); Bethel 
was the place where Jacob first encountered God (Genesis 
28:10-19); and Jericho was the first city that Joshua and the 
Israelites conquered (Joshua 6:1-21). The trouble was, some 
of these holy places (Bethel especially—see 1 Kings 12:28-29) 
had been given over to false worship and idolatry. Even the 
best of places in our history can become corrupted.  History 
doesn’t guarantee continuity of blessing; places where the 
Lord’s praises were sung heartily can all too readily become 
sites filled with the excesses of Baal worship.  Was Elijah 
coming face to face with his failures? And yet there are places 
in the earth that will always move us more than others because 
of their associations; but soon it comes to pass that 'behold, 
chariots of fire and horses of fire separated [Elijah from Elisha] 
and Elijah went up by a whirlwind into heaven' (2 Kings 2:11).

So Elisha is left, alone on the banks of the river Jordan. He 
is desolate. He looks down and sees the cloak of Elijah lying 
at his feet. He has a choice. Perhaps he could wave the cloak 
above his head invoking its owner. Perhaps he could wear it as 
a badge of office to the waiting prophets observing his every 
move. This is the decisive moment of his life: he has to face the 
indifferent, the cursed Jezebel, the wretched pagan society all 
around him. I am sure he feels inadequate, even though he has 
received a double portion of Elijah’s spirit. So much is against 
him. He looks at the mantle again – is this where Elijah’s power 
lay? Could he kid others that he was just like Elijah – after all 
he had his cloak?

Director of 
Ministry post
Thank you so much for all of the 
generous gifts that have already been 
received for this appeal, we are most 
grateful.  We are hoping to appoint 
someone to this post in September.

We apologise that it has not been 
possible to reply to each donor 
individually on this occasion.  If you 
haven't yet had the opportunity to make 
a contribution, then it's not too late!  

We really appreciate your support and 
prayers.   

To make a gif visit: 
methodistevangelicals.org.uk/DoM 

or BACS payment to:
Methodist Evangelicals Together 
Reference: DoM
Sort Code: 82-11-07
Account Number: 00224700

or make a cheque payable to ‘MET’ and 
send to: The Administrator, 50a Castle 
Road, NEWPORT, PO30 1DP
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