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REVIVE US, O LORD: 
NEW SEASON, 
NEW FOCUS 
D a v i d  H u l l

DAVID A. HULL, CHAIR OF MET, PRESENTS 
MET’S FRESH FOCUS, AS UNANIMOUSLY 
ENDORSED BY THIS YEAR’S AGM.

‘I think we sing Charles Wesley's hymns, enjoy them 
tremendously, but we don't always listen to the words, or hear 
what the words mean. I've been thinking of that hymn … “O 
thou who camest from above, the pure celestial fire to impart, 
kindle a flame of sacred love on the mean altar of my heart”’.

It isn’t very often that MET Connexion articles begin with a 
quotation from a prime minister, but those were the words of 
Margaret Thatcher, when speaking at the reopening of John 
Wesley’s House in 1981.

A number of her predecessors have similarly made 
remarkable claims about the Evangelical Revival which birthed 
our Methodist Movement.  Lloyd George said that his native 
Wales, ‘owed more to the movement of which Wesley was … 
leader, than to any other movement in the whole of its history. 
It civilised the people … There was a complete revolution 
effected in the whole country.’ Stanley Baldwin said that 
historians, ‘now realise that they cannot explain nineteenth 
century England until they can explain Wesley.’ He added, ‘I 
believe it is equally true to say, that you cannot understand 
twentieth century America, unless you understand Wesley.’

For the sake of political balance, having quoted two 
Conservatives and a Liberal premier, I’ll add a further comment 
from former Labour Prime Minister Harold Wilson, who 
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The theme for this autumn edition of MET Connexion is ‘Discipleship’.  
Discipleship is a lifetime journey for all of us as Christian people - as we 
seek to follow Jesus and become more like him in our daily lives by the 
equipping and enabling power of the Holy Spirit.

We have a wealth of material in this edition - so much so - that we have 
given extra space to some of our articles and have expanded this edition 
to 40 pages!

Our Chair, David Hull shares the vision for ‘A Fresh Focus’ that MET will be 
taking this autumn as we look for a fresh move of God to bring revival to 
ourselves, our churches and our nation. He outlines the mini tour which will 
focus on Preparing, Praying and Pursuing Revival.

Brothers Andy and Chris Frost share two chapters from their new visual 
resource for Leaders: ‘Leadiagrams’ (Leadership Diagrams).  They provide a 
refreshing and creative insight to help leaders thrive in their faith and equip 
them for effective leadership.

Grace Pratt Morris-Chapman, Methodist Mission Partner in Uganda 
challenges us as individuals and as a church in her article: ‘Is There Balm in 
Gilead?’ to engage actively with spiritual disciplines as part of our pattern of 
discipleship if we are to see our churches transformed.

Apologist and Philosopher Joseph Boot, founder of the Ezra Institute for 
Contemporary Christianity presents his article ‘Cultural Discipleship and the 
Total Claims of Christ’ and explains the inescapable nature of discipleship, 
and what it means for the formation of culture. 

Phil Meadows presents a double article on ‘Discipleship and Mission in 
the Wesleyan Spirit’ and explores insights from our Wesleyan heritage for 
contemporary Christian Mission. This was written as an academic paper, 
commissioned by MET to mark the 200th anniversary of the turnaround 
plan of the 1820 Liverpool Conference.

Our Bible Study by Derek Balsdon is Part 2 in the 3 part series on ‘Images of 
the Holy Spirit’.  This second study explores the image of Wind.

Praying Always is compiled by Roz Addington, our Prayer Coordinator who 
provides us with a weekly focus for prayer over four weeks featuring The 
Church, Great Britain, World Issues and Climate Change.

The next edition will be the winter edition available in January 2024.
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affirmed Morgan Phillip’s claim that the Labour Party owes 
more to Methodism than to Marx.  Wilson didn’t, however, see 
why Methodism should be given all the credit, and suggested 
that the alliteration should be dropped in favour of non-
conformity more generally.

They all observed something that seems so easily to be 
overlooked.  We cannot understand our culture in the UK 
today, until we have grasped that much of what we value 
has its roots in the Evangelical Revival.  It was a moment of 
refocussing and reenergising which fundamentally changed 
our country.  It seems to me that we now stand in need of 
revival once again, perhaps more than ever since then.

Over recent years, as we have reflected within Methodist 
Evangelicals Together upon not only our national context, 
but also that of our denomination, a clear consensus has 
emerged that we are now in a new season, and a new focus 
is therefore needed.  MET is a river which runs with the 
water of three streams: a conservative evangelical emphasis 
on the authority of the Bible brought to us by Conservative 
Evangelicals in Methodism, a charismatic dependence on the 
renewing power of the Holy Spirit contributed by Dunamis 
magazine, and a commitment to pray for revival which was the 
raison d’etre of the Methodist Revival Fellowship.  Whilst each 
of these emphases have continued to guide our work over 
the years, and will continue to do so into the future, we have 
concluded that it is time to put Prayer for Revival ‘front and 
centre’ again, with three points of focus.


