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MAY IS 
CHRISTIANITY 
MONTH
 
C h r i s  B r i g g s

CHRIS BRIGGS SHARES AN EXCITING VISION 
AND OPPORTUNITY FOR ENGAGEMENT THIS 
SPRING/SUMMER.

I want to invite you to grasp a vision and to discover missional 
and evangelistic opportunities through it!

During a holiday in 2022, as I lay on a sunbed minding my 
own business, I felt God laid on my heart Christianity Month, a 
little like other months which are designated as special times 
of observance or celebration (e.g. Black History Month).

I sensed this was an idea to share and try within Littleover 
Methodist Church in Derby where I have pastoral charge, but 
that if others affirmed the vision it should be offered to the 
wider Christian Church.  The church agreed to go ahead and 
in May 2023 ‘Christianity Month’ took place. It was a month of 
celebration and intentional mission sharing the good news of 
Jesus with others in word and action. It bore visible fruit in so 
many ways.

Although the idea is very flexible here are some of the things 
we did in my local context:

• a launch event entitled ‘What on earth has Christianity done 
for this country?’

• a comedy night with a Christian comedian

• using the opportunity of the coronation of King Charles III 
to make a link with a community celebration for people to 
find out more about ‘the King’, and a pizza party for young 
people with testimony from the youth leader

• a family treasure hunt around the neighbourhood (with a 
focus on Christian heritage)

• weaving workshops, which also made links with Jesus the 
Shepherd

• offering a lesson for schools

• organising courses for those wanting to find out more 
about the Christian faith. 

The four Sunday services in May were Guest Services, with 
testimony and opportunities for response to the gospel. The 
regular weekly programme was pivoted to be invitational and 
missional and we asked every group of the church to try to 
adjust their programme accordingly. We had displays of art 
by church members, musicians sharing in music and song in 
our café, home groups thinking up evangelistic activities, and 
a whole lot more!

Planning is well on its way for May 2024, including a Christian 
theatre group; scientists with Christian faith attending schools 
to talk about God and the Big Bang; Messy Church in May 
(part of our regular programme); a Holiday Club; and a whole 
lot more. There will be a launch event in April with a Christian 
MP speaking on what Christianity has done for Politics, 
Community and Society.

The vision of ‘Christianity Month’ works for churches, Churches 
Together groups, para-church organisations, schools, colleges, 
universities, Christian Charities, individuals, business, civic 
groups, denominations, independent churches, multi faith 
groups and chaplaincies … in fact, the list is endless!

these were, perhaps, written up in ways that emphasised the 
‘drama of conversion’.  This may be granted in full without 
denying that remarkable things happened and, more-over, 
that this sort of preaching continued to have its effect on 
those who had become believers. For the ongoing work of 
conversion and transformation must continue and the sermon 
remains an instrument to that end. When Christ is raised up 
in our preaching then those who hear, even if they have been 
following him for years, will have what my Baptist colleague, 
Helen Paynter, would call, ‘dangerous thoughts’—movements 
of the heart and mind that prompt deep changes in thought 
and word and behaviour. 

SOME OBJECTIONS AND AN APPEAL

Clearly, my argument here may seem vulnerable to the 
objection that it belongs in a hierarchical society where 
elite individuals (indeed, elite men!) lectured passive 
congregations telling them how to behave. Surely no one voice 
can dominate worship in our own egalitarian and participative 
communities?12 I would agree. However, this is an argument, 
surely, not for an end to that proclamatory preaching for which 
I contend, but for such preaching being only part of a time of 
worship in which many other voices are raised in testimony, 
teaching, prayer, prophecy, admonition and encouragement. 
Certainly, this cannot all be fitted in to one hour on a Sunday 
morning! However, if something has to be left out, let it not 
be the way in which it has pleased God to save those who 
believe, foolish though it may seem.

Some might also argue that they have not seen sermons 
having anything like this effect among us. We may have 
heard the dismissive remark ‘Who remembers the sermon 
they heard, last week, never mind last month?’ Well, maybe 
so, although I am sure I am not alone in being able to recall 
several sermons that made me ‘think dangerously’, including 
the one in a college chapel in November 1973 that started me 
on the path to Christian faith. I might further observe that in 
so much that passes for preaching among us the risen Christ 
is not lifted up before the people. Why would we expect that 
our words can convert and transform if he is not so lifted up 
in them? 

That Christ is often not so lifted up among us is the pity of 
the world. It may explain to no small extent why British 
Methodism has declined with such astonishing rapidity. 
Yet, still, if passionate, faithful, preaching—preaching that 
both provokes a hunger for God in its hearers and is itself 
provoked by that same hunger—revives among us, so too will 
the cause of God. Let us then pray, fervently and expectantly, 
with Charles Wesley:
   

Give the pure word of general grace,
And great shall be the preachers’ crowd;
Preachers who all the sinful race
Point to the all-atoning blood.

12. See the balanced and careful discussion of this view in Stuart Murray-
Williams and Sian Murray-Williams Multi-Voiced Church (Milton Keynes: 
Paternoster Press, 2012).
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The Revd Dr Peter Hatton served for twenty five years in 
Circuit Ministry, for the last two years combined with the role 
of biblical tutor at Wesley College, Bristol.  Following the 
closure of Wesley College, he was appointed to a similar 
role at Bristol Baptist College 
where he served for eight 
years until September 
2020.  He continues 
to write, teach 
and preach on a 
regular basis while 
helping to look 
after four lively 
grandchildren.
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Part of the vision of Christianity Month is ‘the sum of the parts 
is greater than the whole’. As more churches, para-church 
organisations, Christian charities and so forth get on board, 
the momentum builds and becomes so much more than 
individual churches doing their own thing.  Just imagine how 
some special months and weeks have been so successful.  
This could happen with Christianity Month!

It is not designed to replace ongoing mission during the 
year, but rather an opportunity to focus our mission and to 
remind society that the Christian faith does have so much that 
is positive to offer. The idea is to dream, imagine, try things 
and to enjoy it as much as possible.  It is likely that ‘Christianity 
Month’ will draw your church or organisation together in 
unity of purpose, encourage visionary creativity, help people 
to move past their usual comfort zones, enable Christians to 
grow, and encourage people to become disciples of Jesus. 
How exciting is that?!

I invite you to take up the vision of ‘Christianity Month’ and to 
spread it. Start planning now! Feel free to contact me and to 
check out the links in this article.

LINKS

See Littleover Methodist Church’s 2023 Launch for Christianity 
Month with Michael Harvey, Visiting Fellow, St John’s College, 
Durham University in part 1 of the evening and the Q&A with 
the Expert Panel in Part 2:

• youtube.com/watch?v=IP85Drdh5Bw&t=249s

• youtube.com/watch?v=1b3CLU_mgZo&t=1495s

Information Sheet available on the MET website

facebook.com/groups/975020040393375 
or search on Facebook for the Christianity Month Group  

Chris can be contacted via 
chris@briggsworld.co.uk

The Revd Chris Briggs is Chair-elect of Methodist Evangelicals 
Together and District Mission Enabler of The Methodist Church 
Nottingham and Derby District.  He also has pastoral charge for 
Littleover Church and St Martin's Church in Derby.

WORSHIP, GOD’S 
HOLINESS, AND 
OUR NEED TO 
GROW

R u s s e l l  H e r b e r t

RUSSELL HERBERT LOOKS 
AT WORSHIP FROM A THREE 
DIMENSIONAL ANGLE: IT 
SHOULDN’T BE LIKE THIS, 
IT HASN’T ALWAYS BEEN 
LIKE THIS, AND IT NEEDN’T 
BE LIKE THIS. A PAPER, 
COMMISSIONED BY MET IN 
OUR SERIES TO MARK THE 
200TH ANNIVERSARY OF 
THE TURNAROUND PLAN 
OF THE 1820 LIVERPOOL 
CONFERENCE.

When I was a child back in the 1980s, 
I had serious reservations about 
spending eternity in heaven. My reason 
was quite simple. I had picked up on 
several references to heaven being 
a place of worship, and as such I had 
this suspicion that it would be nothing 
other than one endless church service. 
I couldn’t think of anything more dull 
and boring. 

The church I attended was a Methodist 
one. The people were lovely – amazing 
actually. I came to Christian faith 
because of these people, their love 
and care for us as young people, and 

the activities and events they arranged 
for us, most of which did not involve 
sitting in the pew for Sunday services. 
But on the odd occasion when it did, 
my experience was not one of having 
my heart strangely warmed, but my 
bum strangely numbed. It wasn’t just 
that the pews were uncomfortable. The 
services could be painfully boring. I 
could just about endure an hour on a 
Sunday morning every now and then, 
but eternity? No thanks.

Suffice to say, my understanding of both 
worship and eternity have changed and 
developed considerably since then. 
But can the same be said of Methodist 
Sunday services? 

In many ways, I think they have 
progressed, a lot. Many churches are 
now unafraid to ask critical questions 
about how their worship services are 
planned and led in such a way as to 
be purposefully creative, engaging 
and meaningful for people of all ages 
and stages. As a result, what might 
have been regarded as ‘alternative’ 
even 20 years ago has now become 
commonplace. The use of multimedia 
and the expansion in the variety of music 

are just two examples of such progress. 
And at the risk of overgeneralising, my 
observation is that churches that are 
proactive in their quest to be interesting 
and relevant while refusing to dilute 
anything of the Christian gospel tend 
to be those that are growing. 

But as we are all too painfully aware, 
the wider picture of Methodism in the 
UK is not one of growth. Congregations 
are shrinking, membership diminishing 
and churches closing. Should it surprise 
us, honestly, that this is the story right 
across a denomination in which many 
local churches seem to be unwilling 
to face up to the reality that what 
is generally served up in a Sunday 
service is, for the majority of the British 
population, frankly boring? 

It shouldn’t be like this, it hasn’t always 
been like this, and it needn’t be like 
this. But before we get on to that, there 
are three things that will be helpful to 
set out for the sake of focus and clarity. 
First, we must acknowledge that any 
discussion about worship has about 
it the real danger of descending into 
nothing more than a personal rant. 
Having served nearly twenty-five 
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