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“YOU GIVE THEM 
SOMETHING TO EAT”: 
GUARDING THE HOLY FIRE 
OF REVIVAL, PAST, PRESENT 
AND FUTURE 
D a v i d  H u l l

AFTER MORE THAN TEN YEARS IN 
OFFICE, AND TWENTY YEARS ON THE 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE, DAVID HULL 
LOOKS TO THE FUTURE AS HE ENTERS 
HIS FINAL YEAR AS CHAIR. 

Finish then thy new creation, 
Pure and spotless let us be; 
Let us see thy great salvation
Perfectly restored in thee;
Changed from glory into glory, 
Till in heaven we take our place, 
Till we cast our crowns before thee, 
Lost in wonder, love, and praise. 
Charles Wesley

The number was greatly debated: how many people around 
the world watched as the congregation sang those words, the 
final hymn of the late Queen’s funeral in Westminster Abbey?  
Did it run into the millions or the billions?  We will never know, 
but it was certainly enormous – an audience far larger than 
the almost unimaginable crowds that were reported to have 
gathered to join in the hymns and hear the preaching of the 
Wesley brothers and their friend George Whitefield all those 
years ago.

The hymn was wonderfully fitted to the occasion.  Shortly 
afterwards, the late Queen’s body would be taken to Windsor 
and, in the chapel there, her earthly crown would be laid 
before the Lord, returned to the altar from whence it came.
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The Theme for this winter edition is Worship and Preaching.

The first four pages of this edition focus on vision: MET's Fresh Focus, 
following our initial presentations at last year's AGM, our series of 
MET Local events (which can still be booked!) and our developing 
relationships with others through the fledgling Association of Wesleyan 
Evangelicals (AWE).

This edition features the final two papers that were originally 
commissioned by MET and prepared and submitted for inclusion at 
the planned Liverpool 200 conference in 2020, which was cancelled 
owing to Covid.  These papers are double articles – so be prepared for 
a good read!  The first of these is an academic paper from Peter Hatton 
(former Biblical Tutor) who commends us to preach the ‘Wesleyan 
Way’ by focussing on and lifting up Christ in our preaching if we are 
to see conversion and transformation. The second of these is a paper 
from Russell Herbert, Superintendent Minister of the Gordano Valley 
Circuit who explores the theme: ‘Worship, God’s Holiness and our 
Need to Grow’. Russell looks at worship in a creative and engaging three 
dimensional perspective. 

Ian Buchanan, CEO of LWPT, (Leaders of Worship and Preachers Trust) 
urges us to ‘Keep the main thing the main thing’ - reminding us that 
God’s mission into the UK is the big issue for all bible teachers.

Our two vice-chairs: Gareth Higgs and Liz Miller share insights from 
their presentations given at the autumn 2023 MET Digging Treasure 
conference: Preaching for Revival and Renewal.  Gareth shares how 
we can allow people to encounter God through our worship through 
‘Pursuing Renewal and Revival through Leading Worship‘.  Liz explores 
how we need to pursue personal renewal ourselves before we can 
preach it by ‘Pursuing and Preaching for Personal Renewal’.

Our Bible Study by Derek Balsdon is Part 3, the final part in our 3 part series 
on ‘Images of the Holy Spirit’. This final study explores the image of Water.

Praying Always is compiled by Roz Addington, our Prayer Coordinator who 
provides us with a weekly focus for prayer over four weeks featuring: The 
Church, Great Britain, World Issues, The Natural World & Climate Change.

Our next edition will be the spring edition and will be a new look and 
fresh feel to the magazine, with the new title MET: Revive.  We are keen 
to include resources from the MET membership, so if you have a prayer, 
a poem or a reflection you would like to share, please contact me on 
admin@methodistevangelicals.org.uk.   

Many thanks!
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The words, inspired by the music of Henry Purcell, sometime 
organist of Westminster Abbey, were written by Charles Wesley 
in the white-hot days of revival.  They captured perfectly the 
message of that revival, which had the reformation of nation 
and church at its heart, in pursuit of scriptural holiness.  Those 
swept into Christian faith through that revival sought great 
salvation, perfect restoration, recognising that their conversion 
to faith in Christ was to be followed by a life-long process of 
conversion to the likeness of Christ as they grew in grace and 
holiness.  They longed, and even expected, to be ‘changed 
from glory into glory’ here and now – something that would 
happen, not after death, but continually, until ‘in heaven we 
take our place’.

The singing of the words at such a significant national event, 
chosen by the late Queen herself for that moment, gives a 
glimpse of the often ignored and forgotten influence that the 
Evangelical Revival of the eighteenth century has had upon our 
national life.  The influence continues to this day, seen not only 
on great state occasions, but also in daily life in so many ways.

As I shared in our Fresh Focus consultation video message 
last year, I have been increasingly gripped by the fact that 
(depending on precisely how it is dated!), the 300th anniversary 
of the beginning of the Evangelical Revival is approaching in 
15 years’ time.  What an opportunity this offers us to remind 
the nation of its impact and legacy, to show people that this 
revival brought about so much of what we take for granted 
in our daily life, all rooted in living faith in Jesus Christ.  That 
influence can be traced flowing on through local democracy, 
social reform, education and health care, to name only some 


