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This short and easy to read book by Ed Shaw is a great tool
for us as we try to make sense of sexuality in a culture which,
as Ed suggests, has quickly moved from inventing the very
concept of sexuality, past the binary labels, to a world which
now embraces a freedom of fluidity.

The subtitle, ‘Reflections on fifty years of ministry’, is an excellent
description. Paul Beasley-Murray was ordained as a Baptist
minister in 1970. Over the past 50 years he has gained a wealth
of experience, especially through the highs and lows of diverse
contexts. So much of his wisdom is relevant to Methodism, as
well as to other churches.

Ed intelligently argues that many Christians are asking the
wrong questions about sexuality and his angle is to approach
Scripture asking the question, ‘What is our sexuality for?’
Through doing this in the book, he quickly walks us past the
popular secular responses into a much deeper and mature
Christian response.
Initially he focuses on the value of sexuality to marriage, with
the three traditional answers of marital union, child bearing
and sharing pleasure. But as a same sex attracted Christian, Ed
doesn’t stop at the marriage explanation, being acutely aware
himself that there has to be something more behind God’s gift
of sexuality to us all. He goes on to explore what the purpose
of our sexuality is, trying to find an answer that would resonate
with those who are single (whatever the circumstances behind
their singleness) and this is where the book challenges us to
think outside of the box.
Ed shares how two sentences from the writing of John Piper
challenged him to explore how being a sexual being allows
us to understand fully the total intensity of God’s passionate
and painful love for us. He explores this sensitively and opens
up the mind to see the purpose of our sexuality, even for
those who will never enjoy a sexual relationship with anyone.
The book is an easy read, also practical with two chapters
dedicated to considering how understanding the purpose of
sexuality helps us to live our lives practically.
I
would
recommend
this as a useful book
for anyone in pastoral
ministry, particularly those
working with singles, but
also as an essential book
for anyone working with
young people.
Reviewed by Sarah
Sedgwick. Sarah is founder
of Transformed Ministries,
a ministry dedicated to
supporting Christians with
same sex attraction and
the churches who support
them.
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’50 Lessons in Ministry’ is like fifty books in one. In both
theological and practical ways, it touches on many aspects of
church life and Christian ministry, and is engaging, thoughtprovoking and inspiring. Each chapter contains challenging
things to consider for our own churches and ministries.
Paul Beasley-Murray acknowledges that life within the church
and the world has changed significantly since he was ordained,
and he has sought to rise to the challenge of learning new ways
to serve God and his people, and to pass on the baton.
This book, along with his ministry, is firmly rooted in the Bible
and upon faith in God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. He has always
sought to keep the gospel, with its requirement of repentance
of sin and belief in Jesus’ saving work, as an essential aspect
of church life, wanting others to see Jesus. He considers that
through focusing on growing disciples, numerical increase will
take place. Christ-like disciples recognise that there is a world
to serve as well as to win, so it is vital that they are equipped to
fulfil their ministry in the world.
The book’s end chapters are most important, as they set
the scene for all that lies within. Ministry begins with being
rooted in the call of God, and ends with being rooted in the
grace of God.
With 50 chapters there
are more themes than
this review gives space
for,
including
Church
Power
Games,
Team
Ministry, Monday Morning
Blues, Spiritual Sloth, and
Retirement to name a few.
This book is certainly a
worthwhile read.
Reviewed by the Revd
Derek Balsdon, who is a
Methodist Presbyter, and
serves as the Development
Worker for MET
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The mission statement of publisher SPCK expresses the desire
to ‘lead the way in creating books and resources that help
everyone to make sense of faith’. Finishing Well is insightful
and well written by the long lived and well-travelled evangelist
Ian Knox. It is a great refresher as the reader is brought to
consider for the first time, or perhaps yet again, the effect
of the ageing process. It not only makes sense of our faith in
God, but also offers a valuable source of understanding how
it is that God has made us to grow old, revives our faith, and
helps the reader to appreciate the very real spiritual value of a
longer lived life.
Drawing on his life experience, Ian takes on board the value of
generations who have set the example, adding quotations and
scriptural references that help things that might not otherwise
at first be clear, especially when ‘aloneness’ can leave us with
negative thoughts. Its reading is like walking into a clearing
where enlightenment brightens inner thoughts of the heart
and mind.
The chapters as they unfold are full of anecdotes, quotes,
and real-life references, together with many well-appointed
scriptures. A book that can be read on grey days and Mondays,
and for those who feel they are old, there is a very real
opportunity to receive the realisation that there is yet more to
come. Delivered in its reading is an expectancy that, as each
day dawns, God gives yet another refreshing perspective for
our daily life and faith.
The ageing frame of our earthly tents may well tell us that we,
like everyone, will pass on from this life, but ‘Finishing Well’ puts
back what sometimes, if not often, we can feel we have lost.
It is a book you can also pick up and put down chapter by
chapter, and it also helps
to engage with the Apostle
Paul who encourages us
in his writing: ‘whatever
is true, whatever is noble,
whatever is right, whatever
is pure, whatever is lovely,
whatever is admirable—if
anything is excellent or
praiseworthy—think about
such things’.
Reviewed by Keith and
Anne Marston, house
group leaders, Isle of
Wight Methodist Circuit
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