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seems to dominate the collective 

thought, and Christians 

increasingly feel marginalised. 

Perhaps some might say to us that 

we should stop burying our heads 

in the sand; we should recognise 

the reality that we’re destined 

to die; that talk of revival is 

poppycock; that we really ought 

to throw in the towel.

I think we all know better than 

to accept that kind of defeatism. 

But the question is, why?

The birth of a butterfly is a 

remarkable process. As the 

caterpillar enters the chrysalis 

(cocoon), things look pretty bleak. 

It stops moving; it’s confined to 

a small space, the outer casing 

stiffens and everything is sealed 

up. At this point in the process 

(from the outside at least), it           

looks like the end of the road for 

the poor insect. And yet, just a 

short while later, new life comes. 

What may have appeared as 

destined to die, was actually ripe 

for renewal, because that’s how 

the process works.

Destined to 
die or ripe for 
renewal?  
N A T H A N  V E A L L 

What would you say to someone who just doesn’t seem to accept the 

reality of the situation they’re in? In recent years we’ve had multiple 

examples of leaders in the public square who go on and on despite 

it being obvious to everyone that their time is up. Though they 

ultimately head toward failure, they never seem to wake up and smell 

the coffee. It’s never a pretty sight.

What about the Church in our land today? If we take an honest look 

at the situation, isn’t it fairly bleak? Fewer and fewer people identify 

as Christians. Regular churchgoing is at an historic low. Secularism 
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Christian country’ as one can imagine. And yet, here we 

stand today, thousands of years later, knowing that ‘the 

blood of the martyrs was the seed of the church’.

Above all, consider Christ. Christ, who was abandoned 

by his friends, and left to die the death of a slave. Here 

we stand, today, in his resurrection life with a whole 

new kingdom to proclaim.

Just a quick sweep of Church history and a brief look 

at the gospel should tell us that when the situation 

within looks grim, and the world around us feels bleak, 

that is perhaps the very time when God is about to 

bring revival. Destined to die? I don’t think so. Ripe for 

renewal? Why not!
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Though the church today may look (from the outside) 

like it’s destined to die, I believe we’re ripe for renewal; 

because that’s how our God works. We believe in a God 

who works precisely when things seem most bleak.

Consider the history of our own country. Hugh 

Latimer and Nicholas Ridley, the Oxford Martyrs, 

were sent to be burned for their gospel convictions. 

Nevertheless, they had reason for hope, even at 

the point where they were literally destined to die. 

Famously, Latimer said (whilst at the stake) ‘Be of 

good comfort, Master Ridley… we shall this day light 

such a candle, by God’s grace, in England, as I trust 

shall never be put out.’ Here we stand, today, with the 

gospel flame in England still burning.

Think of William Tyndale, who laboured for God’s 

Word, and before his execution asked ‘Lord, open the 

King of England’s eyes’. Here we stand today, with the 

Bible in over 700 languages.

Think of the Wesleys, at a time when the church seemed 

to have lost all sense of true spirituality, and society 

around them desperately needed the gospel. Here 

we stand, today, on the other side of the Methodist 

Wesleyan revival.

Consider the early church, persecuted and totally 

without power in an empire that was as far from ‘a 

P R A Y E R  F O C U S

LOCAL CHURCH: Seek and pray earnestly for 

God’s vision for the church. Pray for identification of 

local church strengths, bringing them before God, 

seeking to be blessed and used. Pray for the needs of 

the local community and ways in which these can be 

met; for the resources to reach out – whether people or 

material (Proverbs 8:17; James 4:8).

THE METHODIST CONFERENCE (27 JUNE 
– 3 JULY 2024):  Pray for the truth of God’s Word to 

sink deep into delegates’ lives, for all policies to be based 

on biblical values, a purging of all that is not holy and 

pleasing to God; a spread of scriptural holiness; voting 

in of those whom God wants as President and Vice 

President for 2025/26 (Titus 1:6-9; Romans 12:1-2).

NATIONAL ISSUES

Government: For all MPs in Westminster, and the 

devolved nations; the coming General election – the 

election of those whom God wants in power. Pray 

for wisdom, strength and resilience for Christian 

MPs to speak out against wrong policies. Pray for Rev 

Patricia Hillias, Chaplain to the Speaker of the House of 

Commons (Zechariah 7:8-10; Proverbs 28:2-3).

Loneliness: For people to reach out to those who are 

isolated and house bound, particularly elderly people. 

Pray for the marginalised, those released from prison, 

and young people from disadvantaged backgrounds. 

Pray for communication of the hope of the gospel and for 

lives to be transformed. (Psalm 82: 3-4; Philippians 2:4).

WORLD ISSUES

Russia/Ukrainian war: Pray for a de-escalation of the 

conflict; for Russian people detained for speaking out 

against the invasion. Pray for strength and resolve for 

Ukrainian troops and people; for resources needed by 

Ukraine to be forthcoming (Psalm 55:16-19; Psalm 31:14-15).


