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GAMBLING
I’ve just written to new Culture Secretary Lisa Nandy 

about reining in the Wild West that is gambling in this 

country. Disappointingly, the King’s Speech was silent 

on it, but the Labour manifesto did commit the Party to 

‘reducing gambling related harm’.

Gambling has become an all-pervasive part of life in 

modern Britain but leaves a trail of personal and social 

chaos in its wake. The gambling industry profits by 

making false promises of easy money to those who are 

desperate to escape poverty, and disproportionately 

exploits those suffering from poor mental health. It’s 

time for urgent, meaningful action. I hope the new 

Government is up for the challenge.

PRAY FOR THOSE IN AUTHORIT Y
After reading this you may feel overwhelmed. First, 

remember that our God is good, faithful and sovereign 

over all things. Then join with me in praying for the 

Government, Parliamentarians, the judiciary, and all 

those in authority (1 Timothy 2:1-2). Finally, do what you 

can to make your Christian voice count. The Christian 

Institute (christian.org.uk) is here to help you.

CIARÁN KELLY
Ciarán Kelly joined The Christian Institute in 2014 after a 

successful career in the financial 

services sector. He became 

Director in August 2024 

following the sudden death of 

Colin Hart in March 2024.  

Ciarán is the author of the 

Bible study materials for 

the Living Christianity series 

(livingchristianity.org.uk). 

Tribute to 
Colin Hart 
1963-2024
CIARÁN KELLY

On 13 March, the founder and Director of 

The Christian Institute, Colin Hart, died 

unexpectedly aged 60. 

Mr Hart had devoted his life to encouraging 

Christians to grasp that following Jesus 

transforms all aspects of our lives. He wanted to 

equip believers to live out their faith publicly as 

well as privately. As a result he helped shape the 

UK’s legal, political and cultural landscape over 

the last 35 years. 

The Supreme Court victories in the famous 

Ashers ‘gay cake’ case and over the Scottish 

Government’s infamous ‘Named Person’ 

scheme have become embedded in the public 

consciousness as well as legal textbooks. But they 

are only two of many milestones. 

P R A Y E R  F O C U S

POLITICAL L ANDSCAPE:  A recognition of the 

dangers posed by a complete ban on conversion therapy 

and the ‘no loopholes risk’; Protection of children and 

teenagers from sexual distortions, at least until they 

are old enough to understand the implications; for 

the Cass review to be up held; the rights of Christian 

parents to teach Biblical truth; the reigning in of the 

excesses of gambolling; For God to reign supreme over 

all legislation. (Romans 12:2; 2 Timothy 3:1-5).

CHURCH ISSUES:  MET: David Hull as he prepares 

to step down and Chris Briggs as he prepares to take 

over as chair in November; David as he moves into 

the new role as MET’s Ambassador in the new year, 

reaching out to grass roots Methodism; the trustees 

and executive; wisdom and discernment for the future 

work God is calling us to. (Colossians 1:9-11; Hebrews 

13:20-21).

NATIONAL ISSUES:  Government: the newly 

elected Prime Minister, Sir Kier Starmer and all 

members of Parliament; the formulation of godly 

policies; a return of integrity and trust amongst all 

politicians; courage for Christian MP’s to speak out 

against any injustices and to stand up for Christian 

values; a return to our Christian roots. (Deuteronomy 

28:1-2; Philippians 2:1-5).

NHS & SOCIAL CARE:  Adequate funding to 

deal with the back log of those awaiting treatment and 

operations, acerbated by strikes; fair pay and working 

conditions for all who work in the organisation; 

understanding and patience on the part of the public 

towards doctors and nurses; better communication 

between the various departments - children’s services, 

social services & mental health; care packages for the 

vulnerable. (2 Samuel 22: 31-33; Isaiah 40:31).

WORLD ISSUES:  Persecuted church: Islamic 

controlled countries; dictatorships and oppressive 

regimes; justice and upholding of basic human rights; 

exposure of discrimination and inequalities; strength 

and resilience for those suffering; protection for church 

families and for their needs to be met; persecutors to 

have an encounter with the Holy Spirit. (1 Peter 5: 6-11; 2 

Thessalonians 3:3-5).

These days it is taken for granted that a church can employ 

only youth workers and other staff who actually adhere 

to the Christian faith. But this is only the case because of 

work Colin led to oppose the overreach of equality laws. 

In 2006 he helped engineer a rare Blair Government 

defeat over plans for a religious hatred law which could 

have been used to clamp down on gospel preaching. 

The final win, by just one vote, was an important 

reminder of the sovereignty of God. His unfailing trust 

in that sovereignty was his source of comfort for those 

battles which were lost. ‘Win or lose’, he would say, ‘it’s 

important to stand up for the truth’. 

But he always placed greatest value on his role in 

teaching other Christians to ‘think Christianly’. This 

priority was set out in the Institute’s first ‘mission 

statement’: ‘The Christian Institute exists to affirm the 

universal Lordship of Christ, to challenge humanism, 

pluralism, and other ideologies, to proclaim biblical 

truth as relevant to every area of life, and to equip 

Christians for action.’ It is a priority to which, under 

God, the Institute remains committed today. 

To find out more about the work of the Christian Institute, visit 

christian.org.uk.
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In October 2021, Roger and Faith handed over leadership of the 

movement to a team of seven leaders, which I lead. During the 

season of transition, we have been deeply encouraged at the 

unity of the Spirit across the movement, and the new salvations 

we have welcomed through doing ‘Church on the Streets’, 

toddler groups and homeless outreach. God has wonderfully 

enabled us to relaunch RadNet, our signature leadership 

training course, and Ichthus workers continue to plant new 

churches in the Middle East and South Asia. 

It is amazing that Roger lived into 2024, the fiftieth Jubilee year 

of Ichthus. This milestone calls us to pray for much more of 

the Holy Spirit in Jesus’ continuing ‘Year of the Lord’ (Luke 4). 

Roger’s death inspires us to see the gospel of Words (good news 

to the poor), Works (binding up broken hearts) and Wonders 

(release for the captives) go into all the world as a testimony to 

all the nations, and then the end will come (Matt 24:14).

HENRY GEORGE
Henry George leads the Ichthus Ministry Team and heads up the 

Ichthus Link Church ministry around the UK. 

Henry has been a Congregation Leader of 

Belvedere and Lee Green, and also been 

involved in Church Planting in Bangkok. 

Henry is passionate about Relational 

Theology ‘Worship on the Streets’ and 

reaching those on the margins of society 

with the gospel.

P R A Y E R  F O C U S

ICHTHUS:  Give thanks for the life and work of Roger 

Foster and the legacy he has left. Pray for wisdom 

and discernment for the leadership of Ichthus going 

forward; that the ethos of Ichthus to grow across the 

nation and the world; unity in the Holy Spirit; the 

continued reaching out to believers everywhere, and 

from all walks of life. (Ephesians 4:11-13; Matthew 28:19).

Church Issues: 

THE METHODIST CHURCH:  The newly elected 

President and Vice President of Conference, Rev Helen 

Cameron and Mrs Carolyn Godfrey as they take up 

office; the Secretary of Conference, Jonathan Hustler; 

all those in positions of leadership; children and young 

people to receive biblically based teaching; youth and 

children’s workers. (Acts 20: 28;Proverbs 3:1-6).

NATIONAL ISSUES:  Gangs, knife crime and County 

Lines: youngsters entangled in gang culture; knife crime 

and drug abuse; County Lines; those reaching out to 

young people, giving positivity and purpose, especially 

Christian outreach workers; for the Christian message 

of hope to reach all young people. (Psalm 145:17-20; 

Psalm 107:13-16).

CHRISTIANS IN THE WORKPL ACE: Those 

struggling to stand up for Christian values in 

workplaces, especially in media and education; for their 

integrity to shine out; courage and boldness to speak out 

against injustices; protection against false accusations 

and lies. (2 Timothy 1:7; Ephesians 6:10-12 & 18).

WORLD ISSUES:  War Torn Areas: For de-escalation 

of the conflicts in Russia/Ukraine, Israel/Gaza, Sudan; 

wisdom for the peace makers; those in refugee camps; 

understanding amongst world leaders and the political 

will to tackle the situations; adequate aid and resources. 

(Psalm 121; Psalm 55:22).

Threads Through 
the Bible

J A C Q U I  P A R K I N S O N  
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precise with fabric, but hopefully I’ve achieved a certain 

degree of believable accuracy with the cronky figures.

REVEL ATION - CREATION - CROSS - 
TOURING TOGETHER 
Starting at Liverpool Cathedral in January 2025, we’ll be 

touring Threads through the Bible, all 44 huge panels 

starting in Genesis, through the Gospels, to Revelation. 

My passion is to express the story of the Bible, from the 

start to the end of the Big Story. And there are lots of 

images that resonate through the whole sequence of 

panels and connect the three exhibitions: such as the 

lamb that leaves the Garden of Eden with Adam and 

Eve is seen again at the birth of Jesus. I’m hoping that 

Threads through the Bible will attract thousands of 

people to enjoy the story and be moved by it. Perhaps 

you, with friends, will be some of them!

JACQUI PARKINSON
Jacqui was born in Manchester. 

Married to Rob Frost for 32 

years they had two sons, 

Andy and Chris. Having 

lived most of her life in south 

London Jacqui now lives 

in Devon with her second 

husband Andrew.

overthrow of the Temple tables, the woman washing the 

feet of Jesus and Jesus washing the feet of his disciples.

One of the major challenges of Threads through the 

Cross has been depicting people. I’d only previously 

worked with a few figures like Adam and Eve but on 

the Last Supper panel there are thirteen figures. Then, 

Jesus is on every panel - except for the empty tomb! 

But I persevered, and gradually worked out ways that 

produced a good enough result within the constraints 

of fabric and stitch. One vital thing has been to go to life 

classes and, while drawing with a pencil, paying attention 

to details of human anatomy. I then based the facial 

features on icons with large, distinctive eyes. You can’t be 

P R A Y E R  F O C U S

CREATIVIT Y:  Give thanks for God’s gift of creativity 

of all kinds; time and space in busy lives to explore 

hidden and latent gifts of creativity; people’s eyes 

to be opened to the endless possibilities of creative 

expression to share the Gospel message in visual 

and accessible ways, especially to those who have 

difficulty in relating to the written word and verbal 

communication. (Exodus 31:1-6; Psalm 149:3).  

CHURCH ISSUES:  Local Churches: To become 

increasingly aware of the need to find a greater depth 

of faith; an urgency to come to God in prayer seeking 

his will for individual churches, a re-kindling of 

the work of the Holy Spirit and empowerment and 

acceptance in the use of the gifts of the Spirit. (Acts 1:8; 

2 Timothy 4:1-5).

NATIONAL ISSUES:  Social Reform: Creative 

solutions to deal with the rising crisis in mental health 

services; the prison system and all who work in it – 

especially chaplains & James Timpson, minister in 

charge of prisons; the criminal justice system; integrity 

and uprightness of all serving in the police force. 

(Romans 15:1-2; Proverbs 10:12).

TERRORISM:  Perpetrators of terror to encounter 

God; victims to find the peace of the Lord; change to 

regimes across the world encouraging acts of terror; 

cyber-attacks and international espionage. (Psalm 

34:13-18; 2 Thessalonians 1:6-7).

WORLD ISSUES:  Planet in Crisis: Repentance for 

our abuse of the planet - our ravaging of its resources, 

destruction of eco-systems, pollution of the land and 

sea; our ‘throw away’ society especially in the west 

and a greater commitment to re-cycling & up-cycling; 

worldwide commitment to reduce carbon emissions; 

the pioneering of new technologies to reduce 

emissions and the political will to make it happen 

(Isaiah 24:4-6; Jeremiah 12:4).

CREATION
Threads through Creation took another three years’ 

work with twelve huge panels re-imagining the creation 

story. I wanted to start this exhibition with the first 

words in the Bible, ‘In the beginning God …’. While I 

think science has a lot of important things to say about 

the world we live in, I wanted to make it clear that the 

Bible’s emphasis is on a Creator God, who is one but 

also three, Father - Jesus - Holy Spirit. This panel took 

ages to design. Originally, I used three circles from a 

Venn diagram - each of the circles having their ‘own 

space’, overlapping in pairs, and then with a focal point 

together at the centre. But, no matter how I placed the 

design down, there was always one circle at the top or at 

the bottom and I wanted to show the Trinity as ‘equal’. 

Each one more than happy to step back or step forward 

as required. Eventually, I used a spiral for my design 

which isn’t totally satisfactory because, while it never 

ends, it does have a beginning. It’s good enough. The 

spiral’s split into three sections to represent the Trinity 

and on top of the spiral, stitched in black thread, are 

outlines of images following the six ‘days’ of creation. 

In the beginning just God - everything created, birthed, 

from inside the Creator.

The creation story is an easily approachable subject for 

those of all ages, packed with recognisable creatures 

of all shapes and sizes, and important messages of 

caring for the world in which we live. The bright, 

action packed, panels have a big impact on visitors, 

and thousands of schoolchildren have been involved 

in related workshops. It’ll finish its tour of twenty one 

cathedrals and great churches at the end of 2024. It’s 

been a real blessing and utter delight to know how 

many people have been touched by it in so many 

different ways.

CROSS
Threads through the Cross was essential to complete 

the Big Story. Another dramatic sequence in fabric 

connecting the ‘all is good’ at the start of the story - with 

the ‘all is not good’ of the middle - finally to the ‘all is 

good again’ at the end of the story. The life and death of 

Jesus is crucial for the story, and our lives, to make sense.

So I’ve spent the past two years working on eighteen 

huge panels covering scenes from the life of Jesus: 

starting with the birth of Jesus through to his 

crucifixion, resurrection, ascension - and finally, the 

day of Pentecost. I’ve placed together some particular 

images in pairs to encourage viewers to see the 

connections, such as the baptism and temptation of 

Jesus, the ride into Jerusalem on a donkey and the 
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P R A Y E R  F O C U S

REVIVAL:  A recognition across the nation of our 

need for God; Acknowledgement of our own inability 

to bring about change; repentance of our rejection of 

Godly values; a passion to seek holiness in individuals, 

the church and across the nation; a crying out for God’s 

intervention in our broken society and a transformation 

of every aspect of life across our land. (Matthew 6:33; 

James 4:7-10).

CHURCH ISSUES:  Repentance: An 

acknowledgement across the Connexion of the move 

away from Biblical holiness; the admission of sin and 

the need for repentance; denial of the Holy Spirit’s 

power; going our own way rather than seeking God’s 

vision for the church. (James 4:4-10; Proverbs 3: 5-7).

NATIONAL ISSUES: Immigration: Minister in 

Charge of Immigration, Yvette Cooper; wisdom on the 

way forward; good working relations with European 

nations to tackle the issue; those fleeing persecution in 

their own countries; the exploitation of those crossing 

the channel in small boats; bringing to justice of the 

criminal gangs perpetrating the exploitation and 

suffering of vulnerable people. (Leviticus 19:33-34; 

Zechariah 7:9-10).

ANTI-SEMITISM:  Protection of relationships 

between Muslims and Jews in Britain; protection for 

the Jewish population in Britain; those intent upon 

violence towards Jews to find the peace of the Lord; 

Ephraim Mirvis Chief UK Rabbi, Tzipi Hotovely Israeli 

Ambassador to UK, Zara Muhammad leader of British 

Muslim Council. (Romans 10:12-13; Acts 10:34-35)

WORLD ISSUES:  American Elections: For unity 

amongst the people and for campaigning to be peaceful; 

an end to the vitriolic language between the parties; for 

the candidates, Donald Trump and Kamala Harris to 

have respect for each other; God’s outcome. (Romans 

14:19; Hebrews 12:14-15)

Repentance is also crucial. We must turn away from 

sin and turn towards God. This involves not only 

confessing our sins but also forsaking them. It requires 

a commitment to live a holy life, set apart for God’s 

purposes. Repentance prepares our hearts to receive 

the fullness of the Holy Spirit.

Unity among believers is another key factor in revival. 

Jesus prayed for his followers to be one, just as he and 

the Father are one. When believers are united in love 

and purpose, it creates an environment where the Holy 

Spirit can move powerfully. Division and strife hinder 

the work of God, but unity and love among believers 

pave the way for revival.

THE PROMISE OF REVIVAL
God has promised that if his people, who are called 

by his name, will humble themselves, pray, seek his 

face, and turn from their wicked ways, he will hear 

from heaven, forgive their sins, and heal their land 

(2 Chronicles 7:14). This promise gives us hope and 

assurance that revival is possible.

We must hold fast to this promise, believing that God 

can and will move in our generation. As we look back at 

past revivals, we see a God who is faithful to his word, 

who delights in showing mercy, and who longs to pour 

out his Spirit on all flesh. This same God is at work 

today, and he desires to bring revival to our churches, 

communities, and nations.

Revival is not something we can manufacture or 

manipulate; it is a sovereign work of God. However, 

we can position ourselves to receive it by praying, 

repenting, and uniting in love and purpose. As we do 

so, we can trust that God will be gracious to us, bless us, 

and make his face shine upon us, so that his ways may 

be known on earth, and his salvation among all nations.

In conclusion, let us cry out for revival, not for our 

own sake, but for the glory of God and the salvation of 

the nations. Let us pray that the hearts of believers will 

beat with the anthem of Psalm 67, and that we will see a 

transforming revival in our generation. May God bless 

us still, so that all the ends of the earth will fear him.

Rev Steve Uppal is the Senior 

Leader of the All Nations 

Movement which is a growing 

family of churches and 

ministries across the UK 

and beyond. Together 

with his wife Esther, Steve 

leads All Nations Church, 

Wolverhampton. 

CHAPTER 1:  FRUITFULNESS
As I read Paul’s letter to the 

Colossians, I imagine eavesdropping 

on a pastor’s prayer meeting in a 

prison cell. Paul had not visited 

Colossae nor met the Christians 

there. It was Epaphras who shared 

the good news of Jesus with them 

(1:7). Anxious that Paul, now 

imprisoned, should hear of this 

gospel growth, Epaphras seems to 

have travelled to Rome to share the 

news in person.

Both men were devoted to prayer, as 

is evident throughout Paul’s letters 

and his description in this letter of 

Epaphras ‘always wrestling in prayer 

for you’ (4:12). It is not difficult, 

A whole-book overview of Paul’s letter to the Colossians. Read it as 
an article, or use it section by section for personal study or group 
discussion. Please have the biblical text open for reference as you 

read; this article is based on the NIV UK.

Bible Study

A COLOSSAL 
CHALLENGE: 
DO NOT BE 
DECEIVED!
R E V  D R  D A V I D  A .  H U L L

therefore, to imagine them praying 

together as the news was shared.

Paul opens with the customary 

greetings (1:1-2) before recording his 

prayers for these new Christians in 

Colossae. He gives thanks for their 

faith, hope, and love (1:3-5, echoing 

1 Corinthians 13:13), and longs for 

them to ‘live a life worthy of the 

Lord’ (1:10).

In my imagined prayer meeting, 

they soon turn to praise. Paul 

includes the words of one of the 

most ancient hymns of Christian 

faith, describing the supreme 

greatness of Christ (1:15-20). 

Whether Paul wrote the words 

himself, or quoted others, he 

enables us to join the worship of the 

earliest Christians.

Paul concludes this opening chapter 

by turning from prayer and praise 

to proclamation (1:25-28). This is the 

reason for his suffering (1:24) and 

motivates his longing to ‘present 

everyone fully mature’ (1:28), which 

is only possible through the power 

of Christ (1:29) – a longing that is the 

central concern of this letter.

SELAH: PAUSE AND PONDER
The Hebrew word ‘Selah’, commonly 

found in the Psalms, may be an 

invitation to pause and ponder. 

In that spirit, Selah interludes are 

included in this study.


